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MONSERRAT GALAPAGOS CRUISE ITINERARY D 
4d/3n Thu-Sun 

DAY 1: BALTRA ISLAND / SANTA CRUZ ISLAND (THURSDAY) 

Baltra 

Transfer to the boat to meet the guide and get on board. In the afternoon enjoy 

the highlands, visit a tortoise ranch and see some of the amazing volcanic 

formations on Santa Cruz. 

Santa Cruz Highlands Excursion (PM) 

Santa Cruz Island (2h-3h) 

Visit the highlands of Santa Cruz and see the Galápagos giant tortoise in its 

natural surroundings. Explore the area and its incredible underground lava 

tunnels – some are more than 1km (.6 mi) long! Wander along the volcanic 

tubes and keep an eye out for the (mainly) nocturnal barn owls that sometimes 

roost here. 

 
DAY 2: SULLIVAN BAY / BARTOLOMÉ ISLAND (FRIDAY) 

Visit Sullivan Bay on Santiago Island to see giant lava formations contrasting 

the white-coral sand beach. Continue to Bartolomé for a guided tour to see the 

dramatic volcanic features before hiking to a panoramic viewpoint. 

Sullivan Bay Visit (AM) 

Sullivan Bay 

Visit Sullivan Bay on Santiago Island to see one of its star natural attractions – 

striking and fascinating giant lava formations. Very few plants have managed to 

survive on this island due to its harsh environment and relatively new lava flow. 

Enjoy a walk along the lava formations before coming to a white-coral sand 

beach, where abundant Sally Lightfoot crabs and sea lions gather on shore. 

Snorkelling (Sullivan Bay) (AM) 

Sullivan Bay (45m-1h) 
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Enjoy a cool dip after exploring Sullivan Bay on foot. Grab a snorkel and 

discover many species of fish and other marine life in the shallow waters. Keep 

an eye out for turtles, rays, and large schools of fish! 

  Bartolomé Island Landing (PM) 

Bartolomé Island 

Hike to Bartolomé's summit for a stronger perspective of the islands' not-too- 

distant volcanic origins, and enjoy a panoramic view – it’s one of the best 

among the islands! See other Galápagos Islands in the distance as well as 

Pinnacle Rock, the island’s famous towering landmark. 

 Snorkelling (Bartolomé Island) (PM) 

Bartolomé Island (45m-1h) 

Take the opportunity to swim and snorkel around Pinnacle Rock, one of the 

most iconic volcanic rock formations on the islands. Home to Galápagos 

penguins, friendly sea lions, sea turtles, and a huge variety of fish, Bartolomé 

and its surrounding waters are a fantastic place to explore the natural wonders 

of the Galápagos. 

   
DAY 3: BACHAS BEACH / CERRO DRAGÓN (SATURDAY) 

Visit the beach on Las Bachas and relax or swim in the crystal waters. Continue 

to Cerro Dragón on the west coast of Santa Cruz to see land iguanas and a 

saltwater lagoon frequented by flamingos and other species of birds. 

Visit Bachas Beach in the morning, located on the northeastern tip of Santa 

Cruz Island. A great beach to stroll on with crystalline waters perfect for 

swimming, Bachas Beach also gives visitors the opportunity to see frigatebirds, 

blue-footed boobies, and sea lions. 

In the afternoon, visit Cerro Dragón, on the west coast of Santa Cruz Island. 

See land iguanas as well as a saltwater lagoon frequented by flamingos and 

various species of birds. 

  Bachas Beach Landing (AM) 

Bachas Beach (2h-3h) 
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Head to Bachas Beach where the sand is made of decomposed coral, making it 

soft and white, and a favourite site for nesting sea turtles. Spot abundant Sally 

Lightfoot crabs on the lava rocks along the water's edge -- these crabs will eat 

anything they can get their claws on! Trek to see a wide range of wildlife, 

including flamingos, hermit crabs, black necked stilts, and sea lions. 

 
Snorkelling (AM) 

Bachas Beach (45m-1h) 

Go snorkelling or swimming right off the white sand beach of Las Bachas. Spot 

all sorts of marine wildlife in its shallow waters and tidal pools. Bachas is also 

one of the most important beaches for the green turtle as a nesting site. 

 
Cerro Dragón Visit (PM) 

Cerro Dragón (1h-3h) 

Visit Cerro Dragón (Dragon Hill) for some prime birdwatching. Take a short walk 

from the beach to a hypersalinic (saltier than the ocean) lagoon frequented by 

pink flamingos, common stilts, pintail ducks, and other species of birds. Pass 

through a Scalesia tree forest; endemic to the area, there are only 400 

specimens of Scalesia trees left in the world. 

 
DAY 4: BLACK TURTLE COVE / BALTRA ISLAND (SUNDAY) 

Baltra 

Take a morning panga ride and look for marine life in Black Turtle Cove. 

Disembark at Baltra and fly back to Ecuador mainland. 

 
Black Turtle Cove Excursion (AM) 

Black Turtle Cove 

Explore the mangroves by panga to find rich marine wildlife between the fresh 

and salt waters. Keep any eye out for manta rays and sea turtles in this tranquil 

ecosystem. Whitetip reef sharks can also be seen gliding by. 
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